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                            Membership Rules 
You may NOT downgrade or cancel your membership dur-

ing the first 12-month period; in subsequent years, you may 

downgrade a maximum of once per year. 

You may upgrade your membership at any time; however, 

you will be required to pay the difference in initiation fees 

between the two membership categories.      

You remain a member of the Club until you resign.  You may 

resign your membership by providing the Office with 30-days 

written notice.                                                     

Annual payments are due on the 1st of November each cal-

endar year and must be paid within 30 days of November 1. 

Members are to pay monthly bills within 15 days of being      

invoiced. 

Any member whose account is in arrears will receive a no-

tice to this effect. Any member whose bill remains unpaid 30 

days after this notice will no longer be in good standing. If 

the amount owing remains unpaid at 120 days after receiv-

ing the original invoice, membership will be revoked. 

Initiation fees and dues are NOT refundable under any cir-

cumstances.                                                                                                                  

Everyone who joins the Club owes the full initiation fee, re-

gardless of whether or not they have been a member in the 

past. There is NO discounted “re-initiation fee”. 

For insurance purposes, it is mandatory that all members 

maintain a Horse Council of BC (HCBC) membership. 

Voting privileges are restricted to Senior, Golden Age, Hon-

orary, Student, and intermediate members aged16 or older. 

Last updated: September 26, 2016 
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CODE OF CONDCUT 

 

All Southlands Riding Club members, visitors, and staff are 

expected to conduct themselves in a manner that: 

 Creates an environment and culture reflective of per-

sonal integrity and respect, as exemplified in equestrian 

sports; 

 Acknowledges SRC is a family-friendly environment, and 

therefore refrains from using obscenities and loud bois-

terous behavior inappropriate to social situations; 

 Observes the proper etiquette for whatever Club activi-

ty in which they are participating; 

 Is reflective of being an ambassador for Southlands Rid-

ing Club when participating in Club or community 

events; 

 Shows the utmost respect and dignity to fellow mem-

bers, instructors, staff, and guests/visitors; 

 Does not damage the character, integrity, good will, 

property, and community view (local and/or the broad-

er community) of Southlands Riding Club; 

 Recognizes members and visitors have no authority to 

instruct staff in job performance and duties; 

 Does not denigrate, talk down to, or raise their voice at 

staff, instructors, members, board members, and/or 

guests, and does not create unnecessary strife and divi-

siveness 

 Does not misrepresent their position and/or authority to 

others. 
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UPDATED September 2016 

Use of Technology when Riding 
on SRC Property 

We have updated our policies in response to observation of 

unsafe practices putting both humans and horses at signifi-

cant risk of injury. While the Club appreciates the need to 

remain connected - even while at the Club - our focus re-

mains on providing a safe riding environment for all.  

In addition to safety, use of technology on Club property 

must not interfere with other members enjoyment and use of 

the facilities. Please demonstrate respect and courtesy for 

fellow members; this includes keeping phone conversations 

to a minimum, ensuring music on headphones is not audible 

to others, and putting phones on vibrate. 

EARBUDS: 

 One (1) earbud may be worn if listening to music, instruc-

tor (non-jumping rings only) or using phone when riding 

on SRC property 

CALLS & TEXT MESSAGING IN RINGS: 

 Must be halted safely in the corner of the ring 

 At least one hand on reins at ALL times 

ON THE TRACK: 

 Hands-free devices ONLY 

 No text messaging on the track 

 No halting on track to use phones 

WHEN RIDING ELSEWHERE: 

 Hands-free devices only (unless dismounted) 
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CLUB PREMISES  

1. Treatment of Horses   

The welfare of horses at SRC is paramount and safety is a 

top priority. Riders, instructors, and handlers must treat hors-

es with consideration and respect. Equine Canada’s rules 

governing abuse are in effect at SRC and a copy can be 

obtained from the office or online by clicking here.   

2. Treatment of Others  

Members, instructors, staff and guests must treat each other 

with consideration and respect.  Complaints of mistreat-

ment and misconduct, including harassment or intimidation, 

must be made in writing to the Manager or the Board of Di-

rectors.    

3. Hours of Operation  

The Club property is open for riding from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 

p.m. daily.  

Ring maintenance staff/groundskeepers have the right of 

way until 10:00 a.m.  

4. Office   

The office is open daily except for statutory holidays and on 

Sundays during the fall and Winter. Updated office hours 

can be found on the website under “Contact Us”.   

The office is for staff use only. Members and visitors may only 

enter when staff is present, or with prior permission of the 

Manager.  

5. Dogs   

Dogs on SRC property must be on a non-retractable leash, 

no more than six feet long, at all times. Staff or members 

may ask the owner/handler to remove the animal from the   
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Only SRC or Outside Instructors may give instruction on Club 

premises, except as authorized from time to time by the 

Manager for clinics and other special events.  

All Instructors at SRC are bound by the Club’s Instruction 

Guidelines as adopted by the Board of Directors in 1997 

and amended from time to time. 

Headsets may only be used to facilitate instruction while 

the rider is in a ring that does not have any jumps, except 

as otherwise authorized by the Board of Directors.  

 

NOTES: 
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20. Jumping   

Riders are strongly discouraged from jumping when alone 

on the property.  

Jumping courses must be set by approved SRC Instructors, 

unless specifically approved by the Manager.  

The height of the jumps may be altered but only SRC In-

structors are allowed to move fences, unless authorized by 

the Manager.  

Riders 15 years of age and younger must be supervised by 

an SRC Instructor or other responsible adult when jumping 

on Club premises, unless the office has written permission 

from the child’s instructor.  

Riders jumping must ensure that their jumping line is free be-

fore riding to the fence and must call “fence” or “heads 

up” to indicate their intention to jump.   

Riders who knock down a fence must reset it.   

A rider who breaks a jump component must report it 

promptly to the Office.   

21. Lessons and Coaches   

SRC Instructors are those who have been approved by the 

Board of Directors.  

A Member who pays an extra $300 per quarter (3 months) is 

allowed to bring in trainers of their choice, despite the fact 

that these trainer may not fit within approved instruction 

categories.   These “Outside Instructors” would be required 

to pay the regular Guest Instructor fee per lesson.  For ring 

bookings, Outside Instructors rank below all SRC instructors. 

All Outside Instructors must still meet SRC Instructor stand-

ards and be approved by the Manager. 
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premises if it becomes disruptive to horses, riders, and oth-

ers.   

Dogs are not allowed in riding rings/arenas or in the lunge 

pen and may not be tied to fences or bleachers, except 

with permission from the Manager.  

Dogs may be tied and left on the grassy area immediately 

west of the Clubhouse:  

 While the person responsible is on Club premises;  

 For a reasonable length of time; and  

 If the dog is not a nuisance or a hazard to riders and oth-

ers.  

  

Owners/handlers are responsible for picking up after their 

dogs.   

6. Vehicles and Parking   

Vehicles, trailers and their contents are at the owners’ risks 

while on Club property.   

Vehicles, including but not limited to cars, scooters, and bi-

cycles, are not permitted outside of designated parking ar-

eas unless authorized by the Manager.  

Vehicles are not permitted to park on the premises over-

night unless an arrangement has been made with the Club 

in advance. A limited number of trailer parking spaces are 

available for rental on a monthly basis. 

7. Alcohol  

Consumption of alcohol is permitted on Club premises only 

on occasions approved by the Manager.  

8. Smoking  

Smoking is permitted only in parking lot areas, provided that 

butts are disposed of appropriately.  
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9. Notices & Petitions  

Petitions, notices and other materials may only be posted in 

clearly designated areas. Posting in any of the glass-

covered boards may only be done with permission from the 

Manager.   

10. Use of Club Facilities by Guests and Visitors   

Members are welcome to bring guest riders to the Club. 

The member is responsible for signing the guest in at the of-

fice, and paying the guest fee. The member must accom-

pany the guest while s/he is riding on Club property, and is 

responsible for the guest’s behaviour while at the Club.   

 All guests must have a signed waiver on file at the office 

prior to riding on SRC property. 

 Guests may ride a maximum of two (2) times per month 

at the Club. 

 Junior, 1-day, 2-day and 3-day members are not afford-

ed guest riding privileges. 

Visiting riders who are entered in shows, clinics or other spe-

cial events held at SRC will be expected to follow the rules 

of SRC.  They will have access to SRC’s facilities:   

 on the day of the show or event; and   

 on the day preceding the show or event if the horse is 

temporarily stabled at SRC; or 

 for the 48-hour period before any Equine Canada ap-

proved show.  

Use of the club facilities by non-profit organizations may be 

allowed with the approval of the Club Manager, providing 

it does not hinder regular club activities. 
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A helmet must be worn at all time while lungeing. 

Riding is only allowed in the round pens if you have a bud-

dy. 

During a scheduled lesson, a SRC-approved instructor may 

lunge a horse that is ridden by a student in any ring or are-

na.   

17. Passing  

When passing a horse going in the opposite direction, 

whether on the track or in a ring, riders must keep to the 

right, passing left hand to left hand.    

When overtaking a horse going in the same direction:  

On the track, the rider must announce their intention to 

pass on the left or right well in advance, and this must be 

acknowledged by the other rider.   

In a ring or arena, the rider must pass on the inside, towards 

the centre.  

When riding abreast on the track, riders must ensure that at 

least half the width of the track is clear for other riders.    

18. Galloping  

Galloping (in excess of 450 meters per minute) is only per-

mitted on the track, and the polo field when open, before 

8:00 a.m.  

19. Ponying  

A rider may pony a horse only on the track, and the polo 

field when open, and only if the rider is capable of main-

taining control of both horses.  
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Riders must leave the ring to speak on their cell phones so 

as to not disturb other riders.  

Only one ear-bud headphone may be worn when riding or 

handling horses in any capacity on the SRC grounds.  

Riders walking or halted in a ring or arena must keep to the 

inside, to allow 2 horses to pass between them and the rail.  

Horses working on a circle stay to the inside of horses travel-

ling on the rail.  

Horses working on the diagonals, centre line, or quarter 

lines do not have precedence unless the rider has clearly 

stated their intentions by calling “diagonal”, etc.  

14. Tack  

A horse being ridden must be wearing a bridle, hacka-

more, bosal or other tack that allows the rider to have con-

trol over the horse.  

A rider may ride without a saddle only if the rider is capable 

of maintaining control of the horse without a saddle.  

15. Gates  

Riders using the rings, indoor arena and track have the right 

of way when passing the gate areas and riders wishing to 

enter or exit must yield.    

16. Lungeing   

Lungeing is only permitted in the round pens or the 

McCutcheon Ring, unless otherwise authorized by the Man-

ager.  

Lunging in the McCutcheon is only allowed before 9am. 

Lunging in the round pens should be limited to 20 minutes 

when other members are waiting.   
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Visitors are welcome and will be provided with information 

about the Club’s activities by SRC staff. However the Club is 

not open to the general public EXCEPT during special events 

(horse shows, clinics, country fair, etc.) and all guests must 

be accompanied by an SRC member at all times.  

11. Spectators  

Spectators may not enter a riding ring during a lesson with-

out permission of the Instructor.  

12. Rule Violations  

Any violation of the rules should first be brought to the atten-

tion of the Manager, as soon as possible after the violation 

has occurred.  Minor violations will be dealt with at the Man-

ager’s discretion.  

A member who wishes to lodge a formal complaint that a 

Club member, staff member, or instructor at SRC has violat-

ed these rules or the Club’s bylaws may submit the com-

plaint in writing, with his or her signature, to the Board of Di-

rectors.   

A person who is the subject of a written complaint must be 

notified of the complaint.  The identity of the person submit-

ting the complaint may be withheld if the Board of Directors 

considers it to be in the best interest of the Club.  

A person who has been notified by the Board of Directors of 

a complaint must be given the opportunity to reply, either in 

writing or in person, as the person chooses.   

After considering the complaint and the reply, if any, the 

Board of Directors may determine:   

 That the complaint is unfounded; or   

 That the person has violated the rules or the Club’s by-

laws.    
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The Board of Directors may take disciplinary action against 

a member who violates these rules or the Club’s bylaws, 

including:   

 On a first violation:   

 A letter of warning; or   

 Temporary restriction of Club privileges.  

 On a second violation:   

 Suspension from membership;  

 a fine; or  

 both suspension and a fine.  

 On the third violation:   

 Expulsion from membership;  

 a fine; or  

 both expulsion and a fine.  

 

If the violation is deemed to be so extreme as to be totally 

incompatible with the objectives of the Club, the Board 

may suspend or expel the member on a first or second vio-

lation.   

  

An SRC Instructor who observes a violation of these rules 

should bring the violation to the person’s attention, and if 

the person ignores or dismisses the warning, the Instructor 

may:   

 ask the person to leave the Club’s premises;   

 report the violation to the Manager; or  

 make a written report to the Board of Directors.  

  

The Board of Directors may decline to renew the member-

ship of any member who has been the subject of a discipli-

nary action more than once during a membership year.   
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WHILE RIDING AT THE CLUB  

13. General  

Riders ride at their own risk.   

Horse Council of BC (HCBC) membership is mandatory for 

all riders using SRC. Proof of membership must be provided 

to the office prior to using the facility.   

An approved helmet must be worn while riding any horse 

on SRC property, and it is strongly recommend that they 

a l s o  b e  u s e d  w h i l e  h a n d l i n g  h o r s e s .   

Exception: Helmets are not required for Vaulters participating in 

organized vaulting, where the horse is on a lunge line and ac-

cepted vaulting practices are being followed. 

Riders must wear boots or shoes with heels when riding in a 

saddle, and are expected to wear proper attire with con-

sideration for neatness and safety.  

*Note: All Club members are strongly encouraged to wear a re-

flective vest when riding to or from Club grounds after dusk.   

Only members may ride or lunge horses on Club premises, 

except as set out in “Use of Club Facilities by Guests and 

Visitors” above.  

Membership identification issued to members with equestri-

an privileges must be displayed at all times while riding on 

SRC property. Identification is non-transferable and individ-

uals found to be ‘sharing’ identification will be immediately 

suspended from the Club. 

Horses must not be turned loose, except in the round pen 

or in a designated holding pen, unless authorized by the 

Manager.   

Horses may not be tied to anything on Club premises, in-

cluding railings, posts and trees. horse.   


