
ABOUT PIA FORTMULLER 
 
Pia grew up in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. After graduating from high school, Pia moved to 
Germany for a year and lived and worked at Gestuet Tasdorf.  She then returned to Canada 
to continue her education, moving to Vancouver, British Columbia, and earning her Bachelor 

of Psychology with a minor in early childhood 
education at Simon Fraser University. During this time, 
Pia trained full-time with Canadian Olympian, Leslie 
Reid. Upon completing her degree, Pia made the 
decision to pursue a career in dressage.   

In September 2009, Pia moved to Germany to live, 
work and train with a dream of representing 
Canada internationally. For the first six months of her 
time in Germany, Pia trained with Canadian 
Olympian Leonie Bramall, who also works closely 

with German Olympian, Heike Kemmer. As a result, the opportunity presented for Pia to move 
to Amselhof Walle, where she lived for 4 years and trained full time with Heike Kemmer. This 
was a once-in-a lifetime opportunity to work so closely with an Olympic medalist, and it was 
through Heike’s tutelage that Pia won her first international Grand Prix’s with Orion and was 
reserve for the 2012 Canadian Olympic Team.  

While training with Heike, Pia also worked 
closely with the renowned German team 
trainer, Jonny Hilberath. In the fall of 2013, Pia 
made the decision to work full time with Jonny 
Hilberath; something Pia describes as nothing 
short of a truly amazing learning opportunity.  

During her last few of years in Germany Pia and 
her boyfriend, Lars Busch, acquired some 
young horses and started building raw talent 
from the ground up. During this time, Pia worked 
primarily with the German young-horse trainer, 
Hans Heinrich Meyer Zu Strohen - another fabulous learning opportunity.  

In the fall of 2016, Pia and Lars – along with all of their horses - made the big move back to 
Canada and now call Priddis, Alberta, home. Pia’s long-time friend and mentor, Albrecht 
Heidemann, is her current trainer. 

 

Read more about Pia  

http://www.eurodressage.com/2017/03/17/pia-fortmuller-return-home-canada-after-wellington-layover  
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